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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 February 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 12-16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bustin in view Meyer et al optionally in view of either one of 
Buchman et al or Bohn et al (both newly cited). 

The rejection of Bustin in view of Meyer is applied for the same reasons as 
expressed in the Examiner's Answer. It should be noted that the rejection is based upon 
the fact that the material used to form the bags would have been a known alternative 
which was either a tubular film which was flattened or a folded sheet material which was 
sealed, see Meyer et al at column 2, lines 16-31 . The applicant is advised that the use 
of a sheet material which was c-folded was an art recognized equivalent to the use of a 
flattened tubular sheet in the manufacture of bags wherein the bags had a strainable 
network provided therein. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to utilize a c-folded sheet material in place of an 
extruded tube in the manufacturing operation to make bag in accordance with the 
techniques of Bustin as the reference to Meyer et al expressly suggested that such 
were art recognized equivalents in the art of bag manufacture with strainable networks 
therein. 

To further evidence that those skilled in the art would have understood that a 
flattened tube or a c-folded sheet material would have been art recognized equivalents 
in the art of bag manufacture, the references to Bohn et al or Bachman et al are cited. 
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More specifically, the applicant is referred to column 4, lines 8-16 of Bachman et al and 
column 3, lines 1-19 of Bohn et al. Note that both Bohn et al and Bachman et al are 
forming bags from the plastic material supplied in the form of a flattened tube or a c- 
folded sheet material. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to employ a c-folded sheet material as an alternative to the 
tubular sheet material in Bustin as the references to Meyer et al suggested as further 
supported by the teachings of either one of Bohn et al or Bachman et al in order to form 
a bag having a strainable network therein. 

While the dynamics of a c-folded engaged sheet may have been different from 
that of a tubular sheet which has been engaged, one skilled in the art would have been 
expected to process the material in a similar manner in order to separate the engaged 
material in accordance with the teachings of Bustin and regulated the air flow (for 
example) in order to ensure separation of the material. One would have reasonably 
expected success in performing this processing on en engaged film whether in c-folded 
or tubular shape. 

3. Claims 2, 4, 10, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the references as set forth above in paragraph 2 further taken with 
Cronauer for the same reasons as expressed in the examiner's answer dated January 
15, 2008. 

4. Claims 2, 4-9, 10, 11, 17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the references as set forth above in paragraph 2 further taken 
with any one of Rowe et al. La Fleur et al or Yisha et al or in view of the collective 
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teachings of Hiramoto et al Henaux, Adelmann and Muller for the same reasons as 
expressed in the examiner's answer dated January 15, 2008. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 2-1 9-08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant essentially argues that the reference to Bustin failed to teach 
forming the bag from a web of material which was a c-folded sheet material. The 
reference to Meyer et al as previously discussed clearly suggested that the use of c- 
folded sheet material or a tubular sheet were art recognized equivalents in bag 
manufacture. Additionally, the claims as presented failed to exclude the sealing of the c- 
folded sheet material into a tube prior to further processing. It should be noted that the 
newly cited references to either one of Bohn et al or Bachman et al both suggested that 
those skilled in the art would have employed a c-folded sheet material in the operation 
for forming a bag assembly as the starting material therein. As noted above, one skilled 
in the art would have understood how to adjust the disengaging means of Bustin in 
order to open up the pleated assembly whether one started with a c-folded sheet 
material or a tubular sheet which was flattened. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to /Jeff H. Aftergut/ whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeff H. Aftergut/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1791 

J HA 

March 31,2008 



